
4978 Federal Register / Vol. 68, No. 21 / Friday, January 31, 2003 / Proposed Rules 

than 92 (with half-lives greater than 
twenty years), in concentrations greater 
than 100 nanocuries of alpha-emitting 
TRU isotopes per gram of waste. Much 
of the existing TRU waste consists of 
items contaminated during the 
production of nuclear weapons, such as 
rags, equipment, tools, and sludges. 

On May 13, 1998, EPA announced its 
final compliance certification decision 
to the Secretary of Energy (published 
May 18, 1998, 63 FR 27354). This 
decision stated that the WIPP will 
comply with EPA’s radioactive waste 
disposal regulations at 40 CFR part 191, 
subparts B and C. 

The final WIPP certification decision 
includes conditions that (1) prohibit 
shipment of TRU waste for disposal at 
WIPP from any site other than the Los 
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL) 
until the EPA determines that the site 
has established and executed a quality 
assurance program, in accordance with 
§§ 194.22(a)(2)(i), 194.24(c)(3), and 
194.24(c)(5) for waste characterization 
activities and assumptions (Condition 2 
of appendix A to 40 CFR part 194); and 
(2) prohibit shipment of TRU waste for 
disposal at WIPP from any site other 
than LANL until the EPA has approved 
the procedures developed to comply 
with the waste characterization 
requirements of § 194.22(c)(4) 
(Condition 3 of appendix A to 40 CFR 
part 194). The EPA’s approval process 
for waste generator sites is described in 
§ 194.8. As part of EPA’s decision-
making process, the DOE is required to 
submit to EPA appropriate 
documentation of quality assurance and 
waste characterization programs at each 
DOE waste generator site seeking 
approval for shipment of TRU 
radioactive waste to WIPP. In 
accordance with § 194.8, EPA will place 
such documentation in the official Air 
Docket in Washington, DC, and 
informational dockets in the State of 
New Mexico for public review and 
comment.

EPA will perform an inspection of the 
TRU waste characterization activities 
performed by the DOE’s Central 
Characterization Project (CCP) staff at 
the Argonne National Laboratory-East 
(ANL–E) in accordance with Condition 
3 of the WIPP certification. We will 
evaluate the adequacy, implementation, 
and effectiveness of the CCP technical 
activities contracted by the ANL–E for 
characterization of the disposal of 
retrievably-stored homogeneous solid 
waste at the WIPP. We also will evaluate 
DOE’s corrective action(s) responding to 
the EPA finding (identified during the 
September 2002 inspection) related to 
the implementation of a procedure to 
compile acceptable knowledge. This 

finding resulted in the denial of DOE’s 
request for approving the CCP-
characterized TRU debris waste at ANL. 
Therefore, until EPA is satisfied with 
the corrective action taken to resolve 
this finding ANL–E cannot ship TRU 
debris waste for disposal at WIPP. The 
overall program adequacy and 
effectiveness of CCP/ANL–E documents 
will be based on the following DOE-
provided documents: (1) CCP–PO–001—
Revision 4, 5/31/02—CCP Transuranic 
Waste Characterization Quality 
Assurance Project Plan and (2) CCP–
PO–002—Revision 4, 5/17/02—CCP 
Transuranic Waste Certification Plan. 
EPA has placed these DOE-provided 
documents pertinent to the ANL–E 
inspection in the public docket 
described in ADDRESSES. The documents 
are included in item II–A2–40 in Docket 
A–98–49. In accordance with 40 CFR 
194.8, EPA is providing the public 30 
days to comment on these documents. 
The inspection is scheduled to take 
place the week of February 10, 2003. 

EPA will inspect the following 
technical elements for characterizing 
retrievably-stored TRU debris and solid 
waste: data validation and verification, 
acceptable knowledge, nondestructive 
assay (NDA–WIT and APNEA), Digital 
Radiography/Computed Tomography, 
visual examination, and data tracking 
and reporting via the WIPP Waste 
Information System. 

If EPA determines as a result of the 
inspection that the proposed CCP waste 
characterization processes and programs 
used at ANL–E adequately control the 
characterization of transuranic waste, 
we will notify DOE by letter and place 
the letter in the official Air Docket in 
Washington, DC, as well as in the 
informational docket locations in New 
Mexico. A letter of approval will allow 
DOE to ship transuranic waste from 
ANL–E to the WIPP. The EPA will not 
make a determination of compliance 
prior to the inspection or before the 30-
day comment period has closed. 

Information on the certification 
decision is filed in the official EPA Air 
Docket, Docket No. A–93–02 and is 
available for review in Washington, DC, 
and at three EPA WIPP informational 
docket locations in New Mexico. The 
dockets in New Mexico contain only 
major items from the official Air Docket 
in Washington, DC, plus those 
documents added to the official Air 
Docket since the October 1992 
enactment of the WIPP LWA.

Dated: January 24, 2003. 
Robert Brenner, 
Acting Assistant Administrator for Air and 
Radiation.
[FR Doc. 03–2343 Filed 1–30–03; 8:45 am] 
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SUMMARY: Technical information or 
comments are requested on the 
proposed Base (1% annual-chance) 
Flood Elevations (BFEs) and proposed 
BFE modifications for the communities 
listed below. The BFEs and modified 
BFEs are the basis for the floodplain 
management measures that the 
community is required either to adopt 
or to show evidence of being already in 
effect in order to qualify or remain 
qualified for participation in the 
National Flood Insurance Program 
(NFIP).

DATES: The comment period is ninety 
(90) days following the second 
publication of this proposed rule in a 
newspaper of local circulation in each 
community.

ADDRESSES: The proposed BFEs for each 
community are available for inspection 
at the office of the Chief Executive 
Officer of each community. The 
respective addresses are listed in the 
table below.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Michael M. Grimm, Acting Chief, 
Hazard Study Branch, Federal Insurance 
and Mitigation Administration, FEMA, 
500 C Street, SW., Washington, DC 
20472, (202) 646–2878 or (e-mail) 
michael.grimm@fema.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: FEMA 
proposes to make determinations of 
BFEs and modified BFEs for each 
community listed below, in accordance 
with section 110 of the Flood Disaster 
Protection Act of 1973, 42 U.S.C. 4104, 
and 44 CFR 67.4(a). 

These proposed BFEs and modified 
BFEs, together with the floodplain 
management criteria required by 44 CFR 
60.3, are the minimum that are required. 
They should not be construed to mean 
that the community must change any 
existing ordinances that are more
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stringent in their floodplain 
management requirements. The 
community may at any time enact 
stricter requirements of its own, or 
pursuant to policies established by other 
Federal, State, or regional entities. 
These proposed elevations are used to 
meet the floodplain management 
requirements of the NFIP and are also 
used to calculate the appropriate flood 
insurance premium rates for new 
buildings built after these elevations are 
made final, and for the contents in these 
buildings. 

National Environmental Policy Act. 
This proposed rule is categorically 
excluded from the requirements of 44 
CFR part 10, Environmental 
Consideration. No environmental 
impact assessment has been prepared. 

Regulatory Flexibility Act. The 
Administrator for Federal Insurance and 
Mitigation Administration certifies that 

this proposed rule is exempt from the 
requirements of the Regulatory 
Flexibility Act because proposed or 
modified BFEs are required by the Flood 
Disaster Protection Act of 1973, 42 
U.S.C. 4104, and are required to 
establish and maintain community 
eligibility in the NFIP. No regulatory 
flexibility analysis has been prepared. 

Regulatory Classification. This 
proposed rule is not a significant 
regulatory action under the criteria of 
section 3(f) of Executive Order 12866 of 
September 30, 1993, Regulatory 
Planning and Review, 58 FR 51735. 

Executive Order 12612, Federalism. 
This proposed rule involves no policies 
that have federalism implications under 
Executive Order 12612, Federalism, 
dated October 26, 1987. 

Executive Order 12778, Civil Justice 
Reform. This proposed rule meets the 

applicable standards of section 2(b)(2) of 
Executive Order 12778.

List of Subjects in 44 CFR Part 67 

Administrative practice and 
procedure, flood insurance, reporting 
and record keeping requirements.

Accordingly, 44 CFR Part 67 is 
proposed to be amended as follows:

PART 67—[AMENDED] 

1. The authority citation for Part 67 
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 42 U.S.C. 4001 et seq.; 
Reorganization Plan No. 3 of 1978, 3 CFR, 
1978 Comp., p. 329; E.O. 12127, 44 FR 19367, 
3 CFR, 1979 Comp., p. 376.

§ 67.4 Proposed flood elevation 
determination. 

2. The tables published under the 
authority of § 67.4 are proposed to be 
amended as follows:

Source of flooding and location of referenced elevation 
*Elevation in feet (NGVD) 

Communities affected 
Existing Modified 

Grand Lake O’ the Cherokees Entire shoreline ................................................................ None ........... *756 Town of Grand Lake 
Towne. 

Unnamed Tributary to Spavinaw Creek approximately 750 feet upstream of the con-
fluence with Spavinaw Creek.

None ........... *637 Town of Spavinaw. 

Neosho River/Lake Hudson Entire shoreline .................................................................... None ........... *637 Town of Strang. 

*National Geodetic Vertical Datum 
Town of Grand Lake Towne
Maps are available for inspection at the Town Hall, Grand Lake Towne, Oklahoma. 
Send comments to The Honorable Earl Hart, Mayor, Grand Lake Towne, P.O. Box 398, Grand Lake Towne, Oklahoma 74349.
Town of Spavinaw
Maps are available for inspection at the Town Hall, 215 Lake Avenue, Spavinaw, Oklahoma. 
Send comments to The Honorable Allan Sutton, Mayor, Town of Spavinaw, P.O. Box 196, Spavinaw, Oklahoma 74366.
Town of Strang
Maps are available for inspection at the Town Hall, Strang, Oklahoma. 
Send comments to The Honorable Steve Long, Mayor, Town of Strang, P.O. Box 196, Strang, Oklahoma 74366. 

(Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance No. 
83.100, ‘‘Flood Insurance.’’) 

Dated: January 21, 2003. 
Anthony S. Lowe, 
Administrator, Federal Insurance and 
Mitigation Administration.
[FR Doc. 03–2242 Filed 1–30–03; 8:45 am] 
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SUMMARY: Technical information or 
comments are requested on the 
proposed Base (1% annual-chance) 
Flood Elevations (BFEs) and proposed 
BFE modifications for the communities 
listed below. The BFEs and modified 
BFEs are the basis for the floodplain 
management measures that the 
community is required either to adopt 
or to show evidence of being already in 
effect in order to qualify or remain 
qualified for participation in the 
National Flood Insurance Program 
(NFIP).

DATES: The comment period is 90 days 
following the second publication of this 
proposed rule in a newspaper of local 
circulation in each community.

ADDRESSES: The proposed BFEs for each 
community are available for inspection 
at the office of the Chief Executive 
Officer of each community. The 

respective addresses are listed in the 
table below.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Michael M. Grimm, Acting Chief, 
Hazard Study Branch, Federal Insurance 
and Mitigation Administration, FEMA, 
500 C Street, SW., Washington, DC 
20472, (202) 646–2878 or (e-mail) 
michael.grimm@fema.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: FEMA 
proposes to make determinations of 
BFEs and modified BFEs for each 
community listed below, in accordance 
with section 110 of the Flood Disaster 
Protection Act of 1973, 42 U.S.C. 4104, 
and 44 CFR 67.4(a). 

These proposed BFEs and modified 
BFEs, together with the floodplain 
management criteria required by 44 CFR 
60.3, are the minimum that are required. 
They should not be construed to mean 
that the community must change any
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